anu uu u.uu resist/ yuux uwn uasues, you WILL in Philosophy, as you did in History, for nothing but a means of proving your preconceived ideas, you will make use of reasoning and metaphysics to attack all the common and ordinary opinions ; you will eagerly embrace every system which appears to you bold and audacious, and it will be sufficient that a thing should seem to you beautiful for you to say : It is true.
I could wager, for instance, that you will give up six months' work to demonstrating that God does not exist, and do you know why ? Because the human race before you has believed in Him. Consider, my friend, that this God whose existence seems to me to be mathematically proven, is not the absurd and cruel tyrant taught by religions, and worshipped by the vulgar ; consider also that neither is He Bossuet's God-man, busy saving or destroying empires, and founding His Church ; finally, do not forget that if I believe in Him, it is not because I never doubted, nor from habit or sentiment; but after reasonings and demonstrations more rigorous than those of geometry. Therefore, do work without prejudices, do not let your leaning towards new ideas prejudge the question ; give in but to reason and evidence, and you will end, I hope, by sharing my convictions.
That which prevented you this year from accepting them
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